National Qualities

a contemptuous pwerettol In this country anyone who goes
shabbily dressed is called a German. But if you are an
Englishman ! At the very sound of this name camerieri come
rushing up, with jfo^vWw, ciceroni and ruffianil

WILHELM WAIBLINGER,   1829
#

Italians are imagination, Frenchmen are wit, Englishmen are
understanding, Germans are remembrance.

KARL  JULIUS  WEBER,   1832-1840

If an Italian should compliment a German on an artistic
achievement, the latter should never thank him. The Italian,
even if the compliment is honestly intended, is only express-
ing his amazement at finding that a bear can dance; but
never his admiration of the dance itself. .

FRIEDRICH  HEBBEL,   1846

When one returns to Germany from Italy one feels as though
one had suddenly grown old. FRIEDRICH HEBBEL, 1853

A poor Venetian gondolier nevertheless cuts a better figure
than a Berlin Geheimrat, and is even -a better man: the fact
is palpable. Ask the women what they think.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1882-1888

Silent men there may be elsewhere, hosts of them, in England
or Scandinavia for example, but in bad speakers we are
certainly richer than all other nations.

HERBERT EULENBERG,   1912

#

The corrupt German is still worse than the corrupt Italian
or Frenchman.                            ALFRED VON TIRPITZ, 1919
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